
Office of Forensic Sciences 
23rd In-Service Training 

& 

10th Ajit Tungare Award Ceremony 
June 4, 2025 

 
   Matthew Platkin            Colonel Patrick J. Callahan      

        Attorney General                             Superintendent                               
      State of New Jersey                    New Jersey State Police                       
                                                     
          Lieutenant Colonel Phillip Buck 
                         Investigations Branch Commander                                      
                                  New Jersey State Police  
 
 
    Major Ronald Walter                  Michael Kennedy 
       Commanding Officer                              Director                                   
       Forensic & Technical               Office of Forensic Sciences       
          Services Section  

 
 

CENTRAL LAB 
 
 
 
NORTH LAB 
 
 
 
SOUTH LAB 
 
 
 
BREATH TESTING 

 

   
 

DNA  LAB 
 
 
 

EAST LAB 
 
 
 

ANTHROPOLOGY 
 
 
 

QUALITY SERVICES 



 Office of Forensic Sciences 
 23rd In-Service Training 
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PROGRAM 
 

08:00 AM - 08:30 AM Registration and Light Breakfast 
 

08:30 AM - 08:45 AM Welcome and Introductory Remarks    
   Captain Jason Piotrowski - Executive Officer  
   Forensic & Technical Services Section 
   & 
         Michael Kennedy - Director 
   Office Forensic Sciences 
     

08:45 AM - 08:55 AM Drug Discipline Overview  
   Matthew Marino - Forensic Scientist 3 
   Drug QA/QC Coordinator   
 

08:55 AM - 09:05 AM Toxicology Discipline Overview  
   Susan Sechrist - Forensic Scientist 2 
   Alcohol Analysis/General Toxicology QA/QC Coordinator 
 

09:05 AM - 09:15 AM Breath Testing Overview  
   Mario Louis - Research Scientist 1 
   Breath Testing Unit   
 

09:15 AM - 09:25 AM Trace Evidence Discipline Overview  
   Jessica Isnardi - Forensic Scientist 3 
   Trace Evidence QA/QC Coordinator 
 

09:25 AM - 09:35 AM Anthropology Overview  
   Anna Delaney - Research Scientist 1 
   Forensic Anthropologist 
 

09:35 AM - 09:45 AM Serology Discipline Overview  
   Rupal Frank-Slotwinski - Forensic Scientist 3 
   Forensic Serology QA/QC Coordinator 
 

09:45 AM - 10:15 AM Medical Essentials Diagnostics Specialty Services 
   Leslie Gibbons & Larry Melchionda - Field Representatives 
   Medical Essential Diagnostics 
   & 
   Ethan Fayer 
   Program Advocate and Bordentown Township Police Officer 
    

10:15 AM - 10:45 AM Break 
 

10:45 AM - 11:00 AM DNA Discipline Overview 
   Jennifer Thayer - Assistant Chief Forensic Scientist 
   DNA Laboratory Director 
 

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM  Utilizing DNA Testing for Cold Case Investigations 
   DSFC Rick Kuhrt #7042 & DSG Taylor Bonner #7456 
   & 
   The Tamara Tignor Homicide 
   Det. I. John Menafra #7781 
   NJSP Cold Case Unit 
    

12:00 PM - 01:15 PM  Lunch 
 

01:15 PM - 01:30 PM  Remarks from LTC Phillip Buck 
   Investigations Branch Commander 
     

01:30 PM - 02:15 PM  Presentation of Service Awards 
   Recognition of New Staff Members / Interns 
   *Photo  
 

02:15 PM - 02:45 PM  Presentation of 10th Ajit Tungare Meritorious Service Award 
 

02:45 PM - 03:00 PM  Closing Remarks 
   Michael Kennedy - Director  
   Office of Forensic Sciences              



 

 Leslie Gibbons & Larry Melchionda       
Field Representatives 

Medical Essential Diagnostics 

 



 
 

Matthew Marino         
2025 Ajit Tungare Award Recipient 

Matt joined the Office of Forensic Sciences (OFS) in 2011 as a     
member of the Drug Unit at the East Regional Laboratory. From the 
outset, his passion for learning and excellence propelled him forward. 
His commitment to expanding his skillset led to dual certification in 
both Drug and Fire Debris Analysis—an accomplishment that speaks 
to his dedication and versatility. 
In 2019, Matt was promoted to Forensic Scientist 2 in the Drug Unit. 
He quickly embraced the added responsibilities of the role, proving 
himself to be a reliable and knowledgeable team member. His        
continuous drive for improvement and his collaborative spirit earned 
him a reputation as one of the most sought-after scientists for guid-
ance and support. Matt has applied his expertise and understanding of    
manual requirements to perform numerous Drug Technical Audits. 

Throughout his career, Matt has played a key role in mentoring new scientists. While managing his 
own caseload, he has also reviewed the work of his peers and provided training to incoming staff. 
His approachable nature, willingness to listen, and ability to explain complex concepts clearly have 
made him a trusted mentor to many within the lab. 
In 2022, Matt stepped into the role of Assistant Drug QA/QC Coordinator at a time of significant 
change, as New Jersey laws surrounding marijuana were evolving. He met the challenge head-on, 
offering a fresh perspective and helping to establish a collaborative Drug Working Group. His   
enthusiasm for learning and open dialogue fostered innovative solutions during a time of transition. 
After a year and a half in the assistant role, Matt advanced to Drug QA/QC Coordinator. At the 
same time, the unit was tasked with preparing and validating new instrumentation for marijuana 
analysis–technology never before used for this purpose within OFS. Matt led the validation process 
at the Central Regional Laboratory, first for plant-based marijuana, and then for edibles. As of April 
2025, the methodology was approved and officially added to OFS’s Scope of Accreditation. 
In August 2024, Matt was promoted to Forensic Scientist 3 and shortly thereafter assumed the role 
of Drug Unit Supervisor at the East Regional Laboratory, further demonstrating his leadership and 
commitment to the field. 
Beyond his work at OFS, Matt has been an active member of the Northeastern Association of    
Forensic Scientists (NEAFS) since 2008. In 2016, he took his involvement a step further by joining 
the NEAFS Board. He is the Program Chair for the 2025 meeting in Lancaster, PA and currently 
serves as President-Elect, a position that allows him to stay connected with advances in forensic 
science and build meaningful professional relationships across the community. 
Matt grew up in Dutchess County, NY, alongside his parents, John and Paula, and sister Nicole. 
Though he was originally accepted into film school, he ultimately chose a different path–pursuing a 
career in forensics. In 2011, Matt relocated to New Jersey after accepting a position with the OFS, a 
move that would shape the next chapter of his life. That same year, while moonlighting as a       
professional DJ, he met his future wife, Kelly. The two married in 2015 and are now preparing to 
celebrate their 10-year wedding anniversary later this month. 
In October 2021, Matt and Kelly welcomed their daughter, Aria, who quickly became the heart of 
their world. Matt wholeheartedly embraces fatherhood, proudly spending as much time as possible 
with Aria and boasting an impressive knowledge of every Disney princess song. A musician at 
heart, he plays both the piano and ukulele, and has traded traditional sports for long-distance      
running, participating in marathons when his schedule allows. 
Matt’s creativity extends beyond music. He enjoys writing songs and short stories and considers his 
body a living canvas, having collected between 25 and 30 tattoos inked by more than 15 different 
artists. Whether he's running a race, crafting a song, or singing along to Disney tunes, Matt brings 
passion and creativity to every part of his life. 



 
The Ajit Tungare Award 

 

Ajit Tungare began his career with the NJSP 
Forensic Science Bureau in 1974.  He was 
subsequently appointed as Technical Director 
of the North Regional Laboratory, and later, 

as its Supervising Forensic Scientist.  In 2004, the laboratory 
system was formally recognized as the Office of Forensic    
Sciences and Ajit was  appointed as Chief Forensic Scientist. 
  
During his thirty-seven years of service, Ajit represented the interests of the OFS in 
a most exemplary way.  His career with the OFS was one of forward thinking,    
forensic science innovation, an untiring commitment to quality, and a firm desire to 
establish the NJSP Laboratory System as the premier crime laboratory system in the 
nation.  Ajit was the consummate professional who possessed a wealth of technical 
knowledge, a keen intellect, a highly developed work ethic with an obsession for 
quality, and a high degree of integrity.  His vision helped shape the OFS as it exists 
and operates today. 
  
Upon the retirement of the first Director of the OFS, Ajit served as Interim Director 
for over a year and a half.  During that time, he stressed the continuing education 
and training of the scientific staff and provided outreach initiatives to law         
enforcement agencies throughout the State. 
  
Ajit’s selfless dedication to the forensic science profession and leadership      
throughout the years earned him the respect of the entire law enforcement         
community, as well as the admiration of his colleagues and friends.  For these     
reasons and many countless others, the Fathi Rafla Award was re-named the Ajit 
Tungare Award in 2013 in recognition of Ajit’s contributions to the OFS and the 
forensic science community of the great state of New Jersey. 

2013 C. Ken Williams 
 Forensic Scientist 3 
2014 Donna Fontana 
 Forensic Anthropologist 
2015 David Gardner 
 Forensic Scientist 2 
2016 Michael Kennedy 
 Forensic Scientist 3 
 

 Anthony Mazzarella 
 Forensic Scientist 3 
2017 Carisa Wilcox 
 Forensic Scientist 2 
2018 Tracey Pursell 
 Forensic Scientist 3 
2019 Bridget Verdino 
 Forensic Scientist 3 

2023 Michelle Agosta 
 Forensic Scientist 2 
 

 Mary Ann Catto 
 Forensic Scientist 3  
 

 Allison Lane 
 Forensic Scientist 2 
 

 Paul Verdino 
 Forensic Scientist 3 
2024 Dolores Coniglio-Rivera 
 Forensic Scientist 3 
2025 Matthew Marino 
 Forensic Scientist 3 

Award Recipients 



 

The Fathi Rafla Award 
 

In 1982, the administration created a meritorious service 
award in memory of Dr. Fathi K. Rafla, a Principal       
Forensic Chemist assigned to North Regional Laboratory.        
Nominations for technical personnel in the Office of        
Forensic Sciences were submitted and voted upon by the 
Chief Scientist, Assistant Chief Scientists, and all        
Laboratory Directors.  The award was given “to an        
individual who best exemplified his (Dr. Rafla’s) integrity, 

professional excellence, and dedication to Forensic Science”.  Each year the      
recipient was recognized by his/her peers at a ceremony attended by laboratory 
personnel and members of the Office of Forensic Sciences.  In 2013, this award 
was re-named “The Ajit Tungare Award”. 

Fathi Rafla Award Recipients  (1982-2012) 

1982 Linda Jankowski 
 Principal Forensic Chemist 
1983 Henry K. Frese 
 Supervisor-Forensic Photography 
1984 George W. Neighbor 
 Principal Forensic Chemist 
1985 Frances M. Gdowski 
 Principal Forensic Chemist 
1986 Frances A. Tartanella 
 Principal Forensic Chemist 
1987 Joselito S. Versoza 
 Senior Forensic Scientist 
1988 Thomas Lesniak 
 Senior Forensic Scientist 
1989 Pamela H. Smith 
 Principal Forensic Scientist 
1990 M. Elizabeth McLaughlin 
 Principal Forensic Scientist 
1991 Mabel Y. Hores 
 Senior Forensic Scientist 
1992 Anil A. Solanky 
 Senior Forensic Scientist 
1993 Lois C. Udicious 
 Senior Forensic Scientist 
1994 Gayle McCormick 
 Principal Forensic Technician 
1995 John Leaver 
 Principal Forensic Chemist 
1996 Joseph R. Petersack 
 Senior Forensic Scientist  
1997 Harry Corey 
 Principal Forensic Chemist 

1998 James J. Toner 
 Senior Forensic Scientist 
1999 George W. Chin 
 Senior Forensic Scientist 
2000 John T. Nichols 
 Principal Forensic Scientist 
2001 Edward LaRue 
 Principal Forensic Scientist 
2002 Nancy Swec 
 Senior Forensic Scientist 
2003 Sharon Freck-Tootell 
 Senior Forensic Scientist 
2004 Joseph Pino 
 Senior Forensic Scientist 
2005 Susan Toner 
 Senior Forensic Scientist 
2006 Ayva Sammel 
 Forensic Scientist 3 
2007 Thomas Lesniak 
 Forensic Scientist 2 
2008 Jacki Mancilla 
 Forensic Scientist 3 
2009 Christopher Huber 
 Forensic Scientist 3 
2010 Vincent J. Desiderio 
 Forensic Scientist 1 
2011 Lynn Crutchley 
 Forensic Scientist 2 
2012 Lewis Smith 
 Forensic Scientist 2 


